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Being a woman treading on a man’s turf was nothing new 

to Olivia Brusso McCormick. The longtime Bullhead City 
resident started to play key roles in business and development 

in the rural desert town shortly after arriving in 1980. 

 
Before moving to Arizona, the Salinas, California, native had 

left a career in nursing, seeking a change. An encounter with 

a car dealership owner in nearby Monterey introduced her 
to it. “He wanted a woman to sell cars. There weren’t many of us 

doing that in the mid-70’s,” McCormick recalls. 

 
When she moved to Bullhead City to be close to her mother, 

McCormick took on more visible roles in the community 

over the years, including making vital decisions ranging 
from business development to incorporation, which brought 

its own set of challenges. 

 
In many meetings, it was not unusual for her be one of the 

few women at the table, if not the only one. Yet, it never 

fazed McCormick, who was raised with three brothers. 
 

“I did run into some of the good old boys who felt they 

were running the community at the time. They had a 
condescending attitude. I never had a problem with that. 

But if you think you can run over me, you’ve got another 

thing coming,” she says. “I’ve always had the attitude that 
I’ll treat you the way I would want to be treated and I expect 

you to do the same. If not, I’ll move on.” 
 

One of McCormick’s first and most influential positions 

was with the Bullhead Area Chamber of Commerce. In 
the years prior to incorporation, the chamber served as the 

quasi-government entity and as its director, McCormick, 

was at the forefront of the community’s venture into 
incorporation in 1984. 

 

Much-needed highway improvements and the planning 
and implementation of the Laughlin Bridge that facilitated 

travel between the busy casino city and the area where most 

of its employees call home were among the strides made 
during McCormick’s tenure. 

 

But McCormick says the first years following incorporation 
were tumultuous at best. One of the touchier times 

occurred when the city was implementing a sewer and 

sanitation system. At this time, McCormick was on the city 
council and dealt with residents who were happy with their 

septic tanks and didn’t want to pay for the new, upgraded 

structure. 
 

This served as a key learning period for McCormick, who 

became well versed in diplomacy as well as the innerworkings 
of city government. It was where she utilized her 

people skills as well as her business smarts. 

“It was one of those tough jobs. But recognizing they all 

weren’t going to be happy was the key. It was about health 
and safety and helping them to understand that’s where we 

were coming from,” she says. 

 
McCormick’s involvement with the Boys and Girls Clubs 

included working with the county to secure grant funds that 

made improvements and expansions to the local club. It 
led to the creation of the Arizona Alliance of the Boys and 

Girls Clubs, of which McCormick was an inaugural 

member, which gives the organization a voice on the state 
level and allows smaller clubs access to funding that they 

may not otherwise have. 

 
McCormick initiated the Colorado River Leadership 

program that gives new settlers the tools to be successful 

in the area. The nine-month program is designed for 
business executives, middle management professionals and 

anyone interested in networking. The program serves as an 

introduction to the city and surrounding area and Bullhead 
City’s version of a how-to business guide in this somewhat 

isolated yet booming area. More than 250 individuals have 

graduated from the program. 
 

Today, McCormick runs McCormick Realty and 

McCormick Professional Centers with her husband of 20 
years, John. They also launched Mohave Shred, a secured 

document destruction company. Prior to the opening of 
Mohave Shred, area businesses that sought a secure way 

to destroy classified documents had to head to the nearest 

services in Las Vegas. 
 

But the community project that McCormick is perhaps the 

most proud of is the completion of the St. Margaret Mary 
Catholic Church. The 20-year, three capital campaign 

project culminated with a dedication in September 2011 

and McCormick has been involved since day one. The 
church seats 1,000 people. The mission baroque designed 

building sits on a hill that overlooks the city and it’s the 

tallest structure in the area. 
 

“A parish of 1,300 families built that church and although 

I am one person of many who has seen the church to 
completion, I have a certain personal pride in it,” she says. 

McCormick’s patience and dedication is evident in her 

work over the years she has lived in Bullhead City. While 
some choose life in small towns to take it easy and relax, 

McCormick took a different approach and has followed that 

path ever since. 
 

“I can’t just sit back and say, ‘I’ll be a member of a 

committee,’” she says. “I roll my sleeves up and say, ‘Let’s 
get to work folks.’” 


